
WARNING- What follows is translation using Google translate! So, 

accuracy may be variable. The original articles  

are also here for those who read Taiwanese Mandarin. 

 

3 articles on The Happenstance were written by Taiwanese 

journalists who visited Zenobio, writing for: Business Today Weekly, 

Taiwan, Taiwan Architect Monthly 2018 and Design for All Big Issue 

Monthly. There seemed an immediate affinity between small 

countries somewhat marginalised to whom issues of Freespace 

seemed particularly pressing. 

 

 
 

Design for All Big Issue Monthly 

Taiwan 180801 Freespace 

圖 Estonian Pavilion | Scotland + Venice  

 

Opening text: 

Visiting the Venice Architecture Biennale, you will naturally not miss national 

pavilions and theme exhibitions; however, in addition to the main venue, there are 11 

official national pavilions and 12 parallel exhibitions. Interestingly, regardless of the 



geographical location of these countries / regions on the earth or the location of the 

exhibition venue on the island of Venice, some venues are more relaxed and more 

open-minded in architecture or exhibition design due to their location. Even a little 

wild. These pavilions outside the main venue explain the theme "Freespace"-

especially one of the elements: "space without a predetermined position", which can 

be quite right-besides, they are free, Close the door, it's not just "Freespace" 

 

The Happenstance:  The criteria for choosing a venue from the Scottish Pavilion can 

be known.  They love and let the space free. As Parallel exhibitors, the organizer 

must find the venue by himself.  The choice of P. McCaughey, the curator of the 

work, is an informal small football field, not that ancient itself.  

 

Deckchairs printed with various English words on them, become the seats for 

Venice’s newly opened free outdoor cinema.  What is the theory of the 66 words- are 

they clues ?  We arrive at the same time as everyone started to organize the 

environment and set up the screen. 

The cinema broadcasts from Scotland to Venice and from time to time, Sri Lanka, 

with a focus on the architectural theme of documentary about space.  

There are, for example: a documentary to discuss the development and 

environmental issues of the Island of Proveglia ;  Also a film of a Happenstance team 

member who uses hand-made skies on both feet to pedal on Venice waters. The 

peculiarity of the walk!  On the Venice canals, and there is no falling in the water! 



Prospective travel, but what is the legal use of the space? Illegal?  The Scotsman 

naughtily challenged.    

 The Scottish Pavilion is very rare in this biennale. It is one of the very few 

performances in this Biennale. Go to the "Free Space" Pavilion.  

"I am super serious about playing, and I work hard to promote it. McCaughey once 

said. The Scot flashed a challenge playfully, but what is legal use of the place? What 

is Illegal?  Actually, he is already tall. Mingdi hid his view of architecture in the game. 
 
 

 

 
 

03 The English words on the deckchairs of the outdoor cinema of the Scottish Pavilion, such as "share" and 

"strength", is not just for fun but acts as a reminder when you use it here;  or, it can be said to be fun because 

they are suggesting "Play" building. 

 



04  The exhibition is not limited to indoors, and so it can attract more locals, especially the participation of 

students and children. Hey, let's introduce everyone to the door with the Scottish style. The Scottish Pavilion 

believes that dialogue is better.  

 

05 Venice children travel freely in the Scottish Pavilion. They often play until they don’t want to go home, so the 

Scottish Pavilion decided to "sell" the facility for one yuan after the closing. For the elementary school next door, 

the school children can continue to play in the structure. 
 
 
 
And at the end…. 

These national pavilions or parallel exhibitions located outside the so-called "gate" of the Venice 

Biennale are always just like their geographic location. At times, the strength is stronger. 
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Business Today Weekly Taiwan 
 

 
 
 
….there are nearly two hundred national pavilions or units 
participating.  The special recommendation of the jury composed of 
chief curator and others, is not bad- A reference coordinate. But I 
want to use this to emphasize again. The meaning of Free space: to 
escape from the preconceived thinking.. Get out of the main 

exhibition hall and find more surprise at the Parallel Exhibition! 

 

 
 



Intro 

The selected architectural case of is a very good pipeline for 

understanding the world and can also be used as a clue to plan travel 

in the future, taking you to appreciate the journey in the alley.  
 

 

 

……. The Biennale has a jury to give awards, but not winning does not 

mean it is bad. Collateral Events that cannot participate in 

competitions are often more unrestricted and have breakthroughs. 

Parallel exhibitions located outside the main exhibition hall accept 

many "non-states" as seen by the United Nations, such as Scotland 

and Catalonia with us in Taiwan, so that creativity has no 

boundaries…. 

 
 
The power of this "architectural freestyle" is also quite abundant in 

the Scottish Pavilion. ``The Happenstance'' Some people may think 

that they are spoofing in Venezia and do some whimsical things, such 

as making a skateboard ship, sneaking into the waterway, or 

"seduce" the water to play in the museum. Children play in the hall. 

The Scottish Pavilion is challenging the prestige of the water capital.  

In fact, the Scottish Pavilion is challenging the "free space" on the 

water in Venezia, exploring the future of architecture. 
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To create and appreciate the "free space" takes 

time 2018 Venice Architecture Biennale Taiwan 

Architect Monthly Selected 6 Pavilions and 

several Parallel Projects 

 

The Happenstance / Palazzo Zenobio, Dorsoduro 

 

Finally, I highly recommend this parallel exhibition. Unexpectedly, the most free space 

for this exhibition is here. The encounter between the Taiwan Pavilion and the 

Suzhou(Scottish) Pavilion is very Freestyle. During the opening, a team from Taiwan 

passed through the museum and stopped curiously. It happened that curator Peter 



McCaughey was present. The two sides were right in conversation and immediately 

agreed to cooperate, and the Tian Zhong documentary was then delivered quickly, 

becoming one of their movie nights.  McCaughey said that they welcome everyone 

unconditionally and define a free space with a "play" approach.  
 

That night, people from all over the world were lazy on the 66 recliners in their outdoor 

cinema,  and laughed at the imaginative space records shot in Scotland, Venice, Yilan 

and other places until midnight. The activity of the museum started well before the 

opening, and the theme of this year is the "Year of Youth" in Scotland. The curator first 

invited architects and artists to respond to the concept of free space in Scotland and 

then created on the ground in Venice. When they arrived in Venezia, they also carried 

out various architectural activities together with nearby students, so these new films 

were rewarding and provocative. 

Because their renovated outdoor courtyard and "living creative library" are so fun, the 

teachers and students of the primary schools on the side love it very much. The Scottish 

Pavilion decided not to dismantle the building and will "sell" it to this primary school 

for 1 yuan after the closing. Generosity continues the open mind. 
"I'm super serious about" playing ", and I'm trying to promote it." McCaughey was really 

funny when he hosted the event, and he kept making jokes. But in fact, he has very 

serious and avant-garde thinking about architectural issues. He runs art organisation 

WAVE particle in Glasgow, he said, "We have been exploring how public spaces, non-



spaces, stagnant spaces, etc. can have the potential to be rebuilt and grow. We explore 

on how to "occupy" these spaces. " 

After a long period of grassroots action, and now coming to Venice, the Scottish Pavilion 

team are well equipped to carry out the theme of the conference. For example, they 

have a film called "Walking on Water". A member actually stepped on the pedals of each 

foot and made a circle on a river channel in Venezia. This is equivalent to developing a 

free space on the water. All the videos of the Scottish Pavilion have been put on the 

website https://vimeo.com/channels/1381128. However, it is still recommended that if 

you want to visit the museum, try to participate when they have an event. Random 

interactions on the scene and connection of relationships are the core “exhibits”  

Activity inquiries: https://www.ads.org.uk/happenstance 
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