


                                                                                                                                                        
Forfar in Flower was awarded Stalled Spaces 
Scotland funding by Angus Council to install a series 
of planters on a vacant, former industrial site.

The group was established four-and-a-half years 
ago, and followed on from another garden scheme 
in the town called the Forfar Botanist Garden. They 
identified and took on neglected areas within the 
town, and worked in partnership with local people 
and businesses to transform them.

The area chosen for the Stalled Spaces project 
was a piece of waste ground which had once 
formed part of a large factory site. It was available 
for development, and some interest had been 
expressed. However, in the five years since the 
construction of the Asda supermarket adjacent to 
the site, this part of the area had remained unused; 
it was overgrown with weeds; large buddleia plants 
and litter gathered there, which made it unsightly in a 
well-used part of the town.
 
The group became aware of the Stalled Spaces 
Scotland fund through Angus Council, who kept 
them regularly informed of funding opportunities. A 
council staff member helped with the application, 
and they received around £2,000; this paid for 
the planters; compost; trees; plants, as well as 
contributing towards the cost of clearing the area. 
When the site is developed, the planters will be 
relocated within the town.



                                                                                                                                                        
Through their work, the group has developed a good 
relationship with the local Social Work department, 
who own a large greenhouse; this has enabled 
them to do the planting preparation in a central 
location, as well as working with service users, 
which has benefited both parties. Additional money 
was received from the Environmental Trust for new 
staging and shelving for the greenhouse, providing 
more light and space.

The organisation was pleased to receive the Stalled 
Spaces funding, as they would not normally be able 
to consider this site for their work, requiring as it did, 
a temporary solution whilst the land was vacant.

The Parks Department have been particularly 
helpful, and the organisation have built up a good 
relationship with them. The work has had a positive 
impact on the community: when they are working, 
they wear “Forfar in Flower Volunteers” tabards; 
this has encouraged people to stop and interact; 
often saying how much difference the work in the 
space has made. They are also keen to encourage 
and support local businesses; the planters being 
commissioned from a local blacksmith.

The group expressed an interest in applying for 
similar funding in the future if they identified a 
suitable location. They prioritise areas which are 
noticeable to visitors and residents, as their purpose 
is to make the town look better.
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Championing excellence in placemaking, 
architecture and planning. 

Architecture and Design Scotland (A&DS) is Scotland’s champion 
for excellence in placemaking, architecture and planning.
A&DS aims to support the creation of places 
that work, which provide people with real 
choices and, are ultimately, places where people want to be. We 
are an Executive Non Departmental Public Body of the Scottish 
Government.

We champion the highest standards in architecture and 
placemaking across all 
sectors, advocating a better understanding 
of the importance of quality design in both the public and private 
sectors.

To find out more or to speak to the team about Stalled Spaces 
Scotland, visit our site at:  

www.ads.org.uk

email: stalledspacesscotland@ads.org.uk

Architecture and Design Scotland

Level 2, The Lighthouse, 11 Mitchell Lane
Glasgow G1 3NU

Bakehouse Close, 146 Canongate,
Edinburgh EH8 8DD
Tel No.:+44 (0) 131 556 6699


