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The most successful countries place high value on their buildings and on the spaces between 
their buildings. They recognise that good buildings and public spaces enhance the quality of life 
for both citizens and visitors and provide attractive environments in which to do business. As the 
Scottish Government’s national champion for good architecture, design and planning in the built 
environment, Architecture and Design Scotland (A+DS) performs an important supporting role in 
the delivery of the Government’s objectives for a healthier, wealthier and fairer, smarter, safer and 
stronger and a greener Scotland.     
 
A+DS is concerned as much with rural developments as urban ones. An early action in 2006 was 
to produce a booklet ‘30% - New House Design in Small Towns and Rural Areas’ (copy 
enclosed). This accompanied a DVD-based exhibition of a range of solutions to the design of 
such projects. This could be made available to the Committee if desired. Both booklet and 
exhibition illustrate what can be achieved, and the critical characteristics of successful design 
solutions in such locations, and included a range of affordable housing examples. 
 
A+DS recognizes that the Committee’s major concern relates to ‘the obstacles preventing people 
in different parts of rural Scotland from gaining access to appropriate and affordable housing to 
rent or buy’; however we recommend that the committee also considers the quality of the 
places  that are being created through increasing the supply of affordable housing. 
 
Architecture and Design Scotland has a strong interest in ensuring that the nation achieves best 
value from the investment in future housing. A good quality built environment fosters a confident, 
effective and cultured society and delivers many benefits. New housing developments shape our 
environment, by creating new places and changing existing places. It is important that the 
significant impact of new developments on rural places and on people living in rural communities 
is recognised, and that developments of quality are produced that enhance and promote a 
feeling of well-being together with respect for, pride in and a responsible and caring attitude to 
these places. This will make for better places in rural Scotland. Their attractiveness to visitors, 
and the economic benefits that this brings, will be increased. For all of these reasons we need to 
deliver places of quality .  
 
A+DS has been working closely with a number of rural local authorities and housing developers 
since we were established in 2005. We have reviewed several proposed developments (including 
proposed new Sustainable Communities) and local authority design guidance; our comments are 
as a result of these reviews. 
 
1. We are not persuaded that more national guidance or changes to planning legislation is 

required beyond what is already in progress. Over the years, Scotland has created an 
excellent series of Planning Advice Notes and similar documents; however, we do not believe 
that these are as widely used as they should be – either by developers or Local Authority 
development management teams. 

 
2. We believe that some concerns about supplying more affordable housing in the countryside 

are the result of poor plan preparation  (and thus delays in the delivery of new 
developments), of poor consultation  (and thus the level of third party objections to new 
developments) and of poor design  (and thus the concerns about how new developments ‘fit’ 
with existing places).  
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3. Those developments which have been successful have: 
 

a. been developed following a masterplanning  process – especially for edge of 
settlements, but also village development plans. These masterplans (e.g. Gigha) 
consider the context of the proposed development, how it will relate to existing places 
and the principles governing the development. In preparing and implementing the best 
masterplans the developer has employed good quality architects, landscape 
architects, urban designers and engineers. Masterplans will consider land ownership 
issues and infrastructure; the best proposals give early consideration to transportation, 
to the public realm including road layouts and other shared spaces, a landscape 
framework, water and sewerage and to the essential sustainable features. 

 
b. involved local residents and other key stakeholders  through ‘charettes’;  - (eg the 

Princes Foundation for the Built Environment ‘Enquiry by Design’ work at Castletown, 
Caithness).The outcome of a ‘charette’ workshop can be a shared vision for the 
sustainable growth of the community, including how development could be integrated 
and reuse made of redundant buildings.  These workshops bring together key 
stakeholders including local groups and residents, Community Councils, and the Local 
Authority.   

   
c. used locally appropriate design guidance as a devel opment tool . Such guidance 

has been developed by some Local Authorities (e.g. Argyll and Bute) which helps 
developers understand the key principles of quality design and sustainable 
development, the local distinctiveness of both village and town design and individual 
building character, along with points to consider when designing and siting buildings 
so that they do not spoil their landscape or townscape setting.  

 
4. We support the aspiration to create new sustainable settlements under the proposed Scottish 

Sustainable Community Initiative (SSCI) based on high design quality, and welcome 
community involvement in the design process. However, new settlements of the scale 
envisaged are unlikely to be built within a short timescale, and it is likely that the settlement 
will not be built out as a completed plan. A strong commitment to maintaining design quality 
throughout the process will be required from the start to ensure that design vision is not 
compromised by the realities of the development process. A+DS is working on ways in which 
criteria for the quality of place making can be incorporated into SSCI processes, to address 
such issues. 

 
Architecture and Design Scotland would be pleased to discuss these points further with the 
Committee. 
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